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COMMUNICATIONS, Iny must be obvious to the most superficial ob-| nite wisdom appointed to effect our peace ; viz. 
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LETTER TO REV. B. F. 8S, No. Il, 
H**##**, (N. Y.) May 2, 1820, 

Rey. Sir,—Being fully persuaded that the spi- 
rit of free inquiry is favorable to the acquisition 
of truth, and that it is the truth alone that can 
free the mind. from the unhappy bias of hurtful 
prejudices, and cause the heart to expand with 
that benevolence which the gospel requires ; 
1! am induced again to address you, upon the 
subjects brought into view in my letter of Nov. 
last; to which you have not seen fit to favor 
me with a reply. 

Having in the letter refered to, offered some 
remarks on the time and place of judgment, I 
will here add, what I think the scriptures will 
support; that every judgment spoken of in the 
sacred writings, is designed by the Deity to 
wean the disobedient from the love of sin, and 


server. It may be beneficial, however, to com- 

|pare them with the divine testimony, and if 
they are at variance with the plain declarations 
of hely writ, the difference only need be seen, 
to justify a total disavowal of them, as the in- 
ventions of worldly wisdom. 

The first in order, is the exhortation to make 
our peace with God. In this exhortation, you did 
not condescend to inform us how we should ex- 
ecute this great work; or in what it consisted. 
It is therefore thought to be a right which your 
hearers possess, to reject the sentiment; or at 
least to withhold their assent to its correctness, 
until satisfactory evidence of its congruity shall 
be produced. But where shall such evidence 
be found? Ifit were taught by the lively ora- 
cles of divine truth, no other evidence would be 
required ; but where this is wanting, some evi- 
dence founded on the law of reason, might be 
required without exeeeding the limits of chris- 
tian modesty. As this sentiment often occurs 


bring them to the knowledge and practice of|in the exhortations of religious people, I have 


righteousness: And that his judgments wiil 
prove effectual in humbling and subduing the 
transgressors, is plain from Isa, xxvi. 9. ** With 
my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, 
with my spirit within me will I seek thee early : 
for when thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn righteous- 
ness.” This testimony is corroborated by the 
apostolic declaration, 1 Cor. xv. 28. That Christ 
ihe judge of quick and dead, must reign till all 
things shall be subdued unto him ;” &c. 

‘This view of the judgments of God, I consider 
to be consistent with the perfections of God, 
he gospel covenant. It is not my intention 
o offer a farther illustration upon this subject, 
intess a reply from you should render it neces- 


> -F « 


sary. 
by refering to the letter above mentioned, 

you will see an important question, in relation 

to the doctrine which you profess, founded upon 


he requirements of his law, and the design of 


long since given it an impartial examination, 
and comparison with the scriptures. That com- 
parison has resulted in the conviction, that the 
sentiment is opposed by the word of truth ; and 
falls little short of usurping the prerogative of 
heaven, or denying the efficiency of the labors 
and saffering of the son of God! You will find 
these remarks to be fully justifiable, by a little 
attention to the following declarations of the 
apostle ; ‘* But now, in Christ Jesus, ye, who 
sometimes were far off, are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath 
made both one, and hath broken down the mid- 
dle wall of partition; having abolished in his 
flesh the enmity—so making peace ; and that 
he might reconcile both unto God in one body 
by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby ; 
and came and preached peace, &e.”—Eph. ii. 
13—17. ‘For it pleased the Father that in him 
should all fullness dwell; and having made 
peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 





the blood of the cross. Nay, more; it even con- 
fronts the divine testimony, and sets at naught 
the blood of the everlasting covenant. through 
which our peace is said to be made! And final- 
ly, the sentiment of your exhortation stands op- 
posed to the glorious purpose of God, as men- 
tioned in the text last quoted; which was to re- 
concile all things unto himself, by the blood of the 
cross, ‘The second department of your exhor- 
tation, urges the necessity of securing an inter- 
est in Christ. The exhortation itself is an ac- 
knowledgement that there is an interest inChrist 
for us, but supposes that interest to be so uncer- 
tain, that without some vigorous effort on the 
part of the creature to secure it, he will remain 
eternally destitute of its advantages. As no in- 
junction of this description is authorized by the 
scriptures, | am at a loss to find a name for this 
supposed virtue,.unless it be called a work of 
supererogation ; and as such I think every good 
man will feel disposed to place it in the catalogue 
of papal superstitions. In contradistinction how- 
ever to the sentiment of this exhortation, we 
have the assurance that “as in Adam all die, 
even so shall alibe made alive,” in immortality 
and glory!—1 Cor. xv. 22, 43, 53. 

As the interest here spoken of is that of glo- 
ry and immortality, and is supported by divine 
authority; | believe you will be fully satisfied 
that no efforts of the creature can render this 
invaluable interest more secure. 

Your exhortation to prepare for death and 
judgment, is the next particular that shall receive 
‘attention. From the connection of the sen- 
tence in which this phraseology was adopted, 
it would be difficult for any attentive mind to 
mistake the aneaning and application of your 
words. ‘The manner of your address; the oc- 
casion on which we were assembled, to pay the 
last tribute of respect to one of our fellow crea- 
tures; and the certainty of our own dissolution, 
drawn from the affecting reality before us; all 
united to inspire a conviction, that in your opin- 
ion some important work must be performed by 











some of your remarks; such as the necessity of | reconcile ali things unto himself, &c.”—Col. i. 


onaking ovr peace with God—securing an interest|19, 20. Ist. Christ is here said to he our peace.; the creature, and on which his future destiny 


in Christ—preparing for death and judgment— 
ane aitending to secure our souls eternal salvation. 


2d. That he hath abolished the enmity, and made! depended ; or all was lost! In the sentiments of 
yeace. 3d. That he came and preached peace. | this exhortation, the force of tradition I think is 
4th. That the means by which he had made) very obvious. ‘T'radition,which while it enslaves 


{ distinctly informed you, that by these remarks 
you gave me to understand that yeu predicated | peace, was the 
the finul and endless well-being of the creature | purpose to be e 
upon works : and that these works, the creature | all things to God. 
was able, in your opinion, to periorm, was a 
conclusion, weavoidable from the 
your exhortation, 
somewhat surprised to hear a professed predes- 
finarian, urging sentiments so dissimilar to the} our peace! 
tenets of his profession—stili | thought it possi- 
ble that a change might have been wrought in|; im ra | 
your mind, even withina very short time. Yet} of his testimony ! That it identifies Christ with 
I could not avoid reflecting, that provided such | the fulse prophets, who “cried peace, when there 
change had taken place, it was pot generally; was no peace’! For the conclusjon I think is 
known to be the fact; nor was there any pub-| unavoidable, that it Christ came and preached 
lic acknowledgement on your part, that the | peace,—when this work remained to be elfect- 
least change had been effected in your senti-| ed by the agency of the creature, tle must have 
ments. [ shal! forbear to draw anv comparison preached peace, when there was no peace !— 
{ Than which, no charec\could be more reproach- 
Again: it is calling in 
which infi- 


That it usurps the prerogative of 





between the sentiments of your exhortation, and 
the prominent features of the shorter catechism,| ful to the son of God. 
and confession of faith ; tor their want of harmo- 


question the efficacy of the mean: 





. . . . ' . . 38 
tle’s doctrine. l think it must be obvious to you | 66 holy men of old spake 3 
manner of| that your injunction to make our peace with God, | 
| acknowledge that I was]is sentimentally to reject the Saviour, whom this; 
inspired writer unequivocally declares to be! 


Christ, who, according to this apostle, hath made | cuicated in I Chron. xxix. 18, 1 
veace ; and at the same time, arraigns the truth | 








blood of the cross: and 5th. Vhe|the mind by the imposition of unnecessary and 
fected was the reconciliation of corroding fears, stands opposed to the whole- 
From this view of the apos- | some rmstruction of the Holy Ghost, by which 


; as well as the apos- 
tles of Christ. In Prov. xvi. 1, we are tanght 
that * the preparations of the heart in man,” as 
well as “the answer of the tongue is from the 
You will find the same sentiment in- 
GS, and Psalm x, 
17. I could not bat admire at the difference 
which obtained between the sentiments of your 
exhortation, and that of your prayer; for after 
exhorting us to prepare for death and judgment, 
you fervenily besought the Lord to prepare us 
for the solemn change of death, and to stand 
acquitted at the great tribunal of Heaven! 
thereby evincing your inward conviction that 
our preparation was the work of Ged, and vot 
the work of the creature. 

The last part of your exhortation urged the 


Lord.” 
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necessity of attention to secure our souls efernel salva- 
tion! Jam fully persuaded that upon a little serious 
reflection, you would reject this sentiment yourself ;— 
tor it is difficult to conceive a sentiment more directly 
opposed to the doctrine of the New Testament, than 
that which is embraced in your exhortation. As an ev- 
idence of its incorrectness, you will please to compare 
it with Eph. ii. 8, 9, ** By grace are ye saved, through 
faith ; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; 
not of works, lest any man should boast.’? Also with 
ftom. vi. 23, ** But the gift of God is efernal life thro’ 
Jesus Christ our Lord.?? The same doctrine is clearly 
expressed in the following scriptures ; 1 John v. 9, 10, 
11, *“*If we receive the witness of men, the witness of 
God is greater; for this is the witness of God which he 
hath testified of his Son. He that believeth on the 
Son of God hath the witness in himself; he that be- 
lieveth not God hath made hima lar; because he be- 
lieveth not the record that God gave of his Son. And 
this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life ; and this life is in his Son.” 2 ‘Timothy i. 9. 
*s Who hath saved us, and called us with an boly cail- 
ing, not according to our works, but according to his) 


own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
jesus before the world began.” Kom. v. 10, 20, 21, 
‘‘ For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son ; much more, being re- 
conciled, we shall be saved by his life.—Moreover, the 
taw entered that the offence might abound ; but where 
sin abounded grace did much more abound ; that as sin 
hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord.» And Acts xv. 11, *‘ But we believe that, 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shail be 
saved even as they.”’ 

Thus, dear sir, you see that instead of the creature’s 
securing his soul’s eternal salvation by any effort, or 
virtue of his own; his salvation is the gift of God, and 
the gift by grace, and not of works. ‘This e/ernai life, 
according to the inspired apostle, was the promise of 
God in Christ before the world began. See Titus i. 2. 
also 1 John ii. 25. 

Rey. Sir, these remarks are not designed to insinuate 
that you would wilfully misrepresent the truth, or know- 
ingly inculcate error. The errors, therefore, of which 
| have taken notice in this letter, I fully believe to be 
the offspring of early prejudice, infused by religious 
education. 

What I have written is now submitted to your peru- 
sal in the spirit of candour and christian charity. You 
are invited to compare these remarks with the scriptures 
senerally ; and to abide the decision of that divine 
word ; which, though heaven and earth pass away, 
shall in no wise fail. 

Please to accept my good wishes for your health, 
and advancement in the knowledge of the gospel while 
i subscribe myself, your’s, very respectfally, D.P. 

Rev. B.F.S§ 
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IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

In the 44th No. of the Magazine, a correspondent 
over the signature of ** MARTYR,” asks the following 
question ; *¢Can it be proved from scripture or reason, 
that disciples of Christ will rise immediately into im- 
mortality at death, or any time before the ge1.eral res 
urrection; or enjoy‘in a future existence any extra 
privileges, for any time ?”? Considering the subject to 
which this question relates, as one of the highest im- 
portance, and if correctly understood, of the most con- 
soling nature, I take the liberty to offer you a few re- 
marks upon it. 

Presuming that the principal subject, to which ¢ Mar- 
tyr’ wishes to draw attention, is whether the souls of 





believers, whenthey cease to exist on earth, become 
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extinct until the resurrection, or whether they enter | hoval. we must conclude that the soul is immortal, be. 


immediately into a state of conscious bliss, | shall, in 
treating this subject, confine myself to the considera- 
tion of that single question; for were I to enter into a 
discussion of the three distinct subjects which his ques- 
tion embraces, it would be intruding too much upon 
your valuable paper. 


Next to the doctrine which assures us of the final | 
}acts in such way as willbe most productice of their hap- 


happiness of all men, I consider that of the immortality 
of the soul, the most important. Every human soul i- 


highly interested in it. 


. . . . . ~ . . . ' 
this doctrihe is very interesting, for it involves the im- | 


portant question, whether his dying bours shall be cheer- 
ed by the heavenly and delightful prospect of immeci- 
ately entering into the presence of his Saviour, to en- 
joy his goodness, or whether his soul shall be depress- 
ed by the dreary and chilling thought of being banished 
from his presence, and becoming as though he had nev- 
er been, for an unknown period. 


itself to bis mind, and cannot but destroy, ina great 
degree, the serenity of his sou) and make his last mo- 
ments painful. 

I shall now attempt to show, that this doctrine is 
supported, both by reason and revelation. I believe it 
is acknowledged by all christians, that our bodies are 
the mere tenements of our souls. That it is our souls 
which possess consciousness, and which are the seat of 
all our intellectual faculties. What then is the nature 
of the soul? If this question can be determined, the 
subject will be settled. I do not recollect, of any pas- 
sage of scripture which defines the nature of a human 
soul, but there are very many passages, which intimate, 
that the soul is immortal, in the most unequivocal man- 
ner, as I shall hereafter show. All christians admit and 
believe the soul wil be immortal, but I think that this 
fact, together with the nature of the soul, must force 
the conviction, that the soul 7s now immortal. We 
know that all celestial beings are spirits, and that as 
spirits are imma/ertal beings, we cannot with our male- 
rial organs have any perception of them; for which 
reason, they always assumed a human form, when sent 
on a divine mission to man. MNReasoning by analogy, 
these facts I think prove, that our souls are of a nature 
totally dissimilar from that of our bodies; the one be- 
ing material and corruptible, the other immaterial and 
incorruptible. Again; our souls are destined to be- 
come inhabitants of heaven, and therefore must be of 
the same nature as celestial beings. If this conclusion 
be correct, does it not justify the belief that when death 
relieves us from this body of sin and corruption, that 
the soul will be disenthralled, and immediately realize 
all the qualities of its nature? The soul, as I have 
shown, being immaterial, cannot like our bodies moul- 
der into dust ; what then becomes of it? To say that 
it exists, without consciousness is absurd ; therefore, if 
it lose its consciousness, it must lose its nature, and 
consequently be annihiliated ; which idea, is opposed 
to our hopes, our wishes, and to revelation. 

The disbelief of the immortality of the soul, arises no 
doubt, from not understanding its distinct nature, and 
from the difficulty of comprehending, how it can exist 
independent of the body. ‘To me it would appear just 
as reasonable to infer, when a house bas been consum- 
ed by ‘fre, that its inhabitants must necessarily have 
been consumed with the house, as to suppose, that 
when a man dies, that his soul must also die. The same 
reasoning would apply to both cases; for] might with 
as much propriety contend, that because the house is 
destroyed and its inhabitants are not in sight, that they 
must certainly have been consumed, as to argue over 
a dead body, that its soul has ceased to exist, because 
we cannot perceive it. 

But supposing that this reasoning can be shown to 
be superficial and incorrect, (which however I believe 
cannot be done) does it necessarily follow, that it can- 
not be shown from reason, that the soul is immortal? 
By no means, If we reason from the attributes of Je- 


bliss prior to that period ? 


| piness. 


If he doubts on this | 
subject, the appalling idea of annihilation, will present | 


cause they teach us, that as He desires the happiness 
of his creatures, He will not deprive them of it, for 
perhaps millions of years. Ifthe soul is to exist, in a 
blissful state, through eternity, subsequent to the gen- 





eral resurrection, why should it be deprived of life and 
ue ;' : 

Pie scripture cleariy proves 

that the Almighty, in his dealings with his creatures 

ghty, . 


Now if it can be proved that the happiness of 


To the christian especially, | the human race, will be promoted by iis anninilation 
wv 7 ~ ss *4 


for perhaps a few thousend or a few million of years, | 
will give up the argument. But as I have no idea that 
this can be done, I proceed to show, that rerelation. 
does most unequivocally, prove this « onsoling doctrine | 

In Genesis ii. 7, we find the following words, + Anc 
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground. 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and may 
became a living soul.” 


’ ’ 
These words, ! think, 


sUli\ 
prove the immortality of the soul. We learn by the ms, 
that man (that is his body) was formed of the dust ot 
the earth; that his form wus created, but without life. 
In that state, it was but a mere formation of matter, as 
much so asa statue hewn out of wood or stone; but 
when the Almighty breathed into his nostrils ke be- 
came a living soul. Now I conceive, that if the sov! 
do not exist after the breath Jeaves the body, man by 
comes, as he was before he became a living soul, a mere 
mass of inanimate matter, food for worms. This pas- 
sage of scripture is very clearly iilustrated by Solomon, 
in Recle. xii. 7, where he says, ** Then shall the dust 
return to the earth as it was, and the spirit to God 
who gave it.” How clear, how plain and how deci- 
sive, is this short sentence. It contains the essence of 
the doctrine, 1 am endeavouring to illusirate. ‘The 
dust, that is the body, shall return to the earth as it 
was, and the spirit to God who 
no comment. 

Matthew xvii. 1—10, contains an account of the 
transfiguration of Christ, and the appearance of Moses 


gave it. This needs 


three of his disciples. Here we have a positive testi- 
mony of two souls existing detached from the body ; 
and this is suflicient to establish the fact of the soul’s 
immortality. The promise of the Saviour to the thief 
who hung with him on the cross, also clearly establishes 
this doctrine. How could the words of the Saviour be 
true, if the soul, when the breath leaves the body be 

comes extinct? The promise that he should on tha? 
day be with him in paradise, would be mockery ; it 
would be raising hopes, which could not be realized, if 
he were to become unconscious of existence until] th: 

resurrection. 

In 2 Cor. v. 1—6, we reac as follows; ** For we know 
that, if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dis- 
solved, we have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eterial in the heavens. For in this we 
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our 
house which is from heaven: If so be that being clotit- 
ed, we shail not be found naked. For we that are in 
this tabernacle do groan, being burdened ; not for that 
we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortal- 
ity might be swallowed up of life. Now he that hath 
wrought us for the self-same thing is God, who also 
hath given unto us the earnest of the spirit. Therefore 
we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are 
ut home in the bedy, we are absent from the Lord.” 
lt has been said that no truths are so difficult to prove 
as those which are self-evident. This | now experi- 
ence to be true, for the apostle’s words are so plain, so 
full to the point, that I cannot, by any thing that I can 
say, place the subject in a brighter light, I therefore, 
shall not, as I had intended, make any comment upon 
them, jest { should obscure that light, which now shines 
so strong and bright. 1 may, however, be permitted to 
observe, that the apostle seems to attach peculiar im- 
portance to this subject, and to make our hope sure 
hand stedfast, repeats several times the iden, that while 








and Elias, with him on the mount, in the presence of 
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be c angaas to the grave, to lie mouldering in the dust, principal objections that could be brought against the }they had nothing to pay he frankly forgave them both. 
for PET On 5 ae aye ae knowledge. Tell me, therefore, which of them will love him most? 
RELLY. Simon answered and said, I suppose that he to whom 
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doctrine, The whole was ably done, 


‘+ It is but a few weeks since he has so fully avowed 
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TO THE REV, SAMUEL TAGGART. 

Rev. Sin,—l fear from your long continued silence, 
hat you have determined to withhold the recantation 
r confession that bas been requested from you.* But, 
my dear sir, will this become you? You have public- 
y abused the doctrine of Universalism; and now if 
you will not embrace the opportunity to retract the 
misrepresentalion, you do but ensure to yourself not 
only the dishonour, but the guilt of wilful slander. Be 
assured, | do not say this to mortify or wound your 
feelings ; it is only a warning of evils which you may 
easily avoid. By refusing to retract, you will signify 
your deliberate resolution to support that odious, and 
as you now know, that false accusation quoted from 
your sermon. The public are looking on; and is their 
contempt so precious, as to be purchased at the price 

of rectitude and conscious peace? 

But it is not solely for your own sake that such a re- 
cantation or confession becomes necessary. Indeed, 
my motive in asking it was, chiefly, the good of others. 
A numerous class of our clergymen seem to have taken 
full latitude in misrepresenting Universalism. And yet, 
for some reasons, they have seldom been called on to 
answer, for such wrongs. But 1 cannot think it right 
to suffer these things to pass in perpetual silence. It is 
not unreasonable to imagine that the impunity of their 
crime has often emboldened and flattered them to com- 
mit it; and our duty to them requires us to pursue 
some method to check the torrent of calumniation.— 
You, sir, with your degree of eminence, will furnish a 
powerful example to restrain others, by discharging a 
duty which you now owe yourself. Let no false pride 
prevent you. Show yourself a christian by acknowl- 
edging your error or fault ; and, at once, redress the 
wrong, ensure the approbation of your conscience anu 
your Master, and exhibit, in the most agreeable way, a 
cautioning example to others. 

I could wish too, that you would notice some other 
things in the extract of your sermon; especially the 
concluding sentence. 

Your’s, in the Gospel of Truth, 
B*****, 


— 


*See the 47th No. of the Magazine. 
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ANOTHER CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 
STAFFORD, JuNnE 12, 1820. 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


the doctrine ; though he has been progressing towards it 
for many months. 
menced the process with him, usually attendant on au 
extension of the knowledge of the grace of God, viz. 
church-meetings, church-Jabours, &c. 1 believe that 
many of his people still fellowship him, and that num- 
bers have been brought to trust in God as the Saviour 
of all men, specially of those that believe.” 


J understand his brethren have com- 
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* JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING.” 
CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 179, 

Havine already shown that the erroneous doctrines 
of men are not capable of administering either joy or 
peace to those who believe them, it will be both com- 
forting and edifying to look on the other side, and to 
contemplate the inexhaustible riches of the true faith, 
and its natural tendency to inspire the heart with ** joy 
and peace in believing.” 

Abraham, the friend of God and the father of the 
faithful, must have known the peace and joy of be- 
lieving, when he received and gave full credit to the 
divine promise, that in his seed all the families of the 
earth should be blessed. Possessed of the most be- 
nevolent heart, Abraham could have asked no more. 
The blessing was as precious as heaven could procure, 
and it was extensive as the creation of man. What 
joy and peace must this patriarch have experienced 
in the contemplation and firm belief of this most gen- 
erous promise. This precious promise Isaac and Ja- 
cob received and believed, and believing they rejoic- 
ed, with joy unspeakable. All the prophets, who saw, 
by faith, the glory of the just one, who spake of his 
spiritual kingdom, the universality of his grace, and 
the permanency of his empire, knew what this joy 
and peace was by happy experience. The apostles of 
the lamb, to whom God made known the mystery of 
his will, according to bis good pleasure, which he pur- 
posed within himself; that in the fullness of the dis- 
pensation of times, he would gather together all things 
in Christ, whether they be things in heaven, or things 
in earth, must have had great joy and peace in be- 
lieving. And we, at this day, have the same joy and 
peace, if we believe what they believed; and trust, 
with confidence, that he is faithful that hath promised. 





REPLY TO “ PRIESTLEY.” 


Dear Srr,—I am rather inclined to think that 
something more is meant by the superabundance of 
grace over sin, than simply to prevent the commission 


ly judged. 


he forgave most. And he said unto him, thou has right- 
And he turned to the woman, and said un- 
to Simon, seest thou this woman? 1 entered into thine 
house, thou gavest me no water for my feet; but she 
hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with 
the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss ; but 
this woman, since the time I came in, hath not ceased 
to kiss my feet. Mine head with oi] thou didst not a- 
noint ; but this woman hath anointed my feet with oint- 
ment. Wherefore, | say unto thee, ber sins, which are 
many, are forgiven ; for she loved much; but towhom 
little is forgiven, the same loveth little.” 

That the reforr-d prodigal was happier than he 
would have been, had he not gone from home, perhaps 
we cannot demonstrate; but if we may judge from 
what is suid of the elder brother, who did not leave his 
father, it is very evident that the experience which the 
former went through tended to make his home more 
deartohim. Which, sir, do you think was the happiest 
man, on the evening the fatted calf was eaten and mu- 
sic and dancing performed as expressions of gladness 
at the return of the prodigal? And now, as it comes 
into my mind, I humbly ask you, what our Saviour 
meant by saying; ‘‘Joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 


just persons, which need no repentance”? Am I to 


suppose that you think that St. Paul never committed 
a known si? And if he did, do you believe that his 
misery in consequence will be endless? And further- 
more, do you expect to suffer eternally for the childish 
disobedience to your parents, which has not yet ceas- 
ed to cause you regret? 

To conclude ; You say ‘* omniscience cannot liter- 
ally forget any thing.” But God says; “their sins 
and iniquities will I remember no more.”? Now if he 
cannot himself forget, yet he can cause his creatures to 
forget their ** poverty and to remember their miseries 
no more.”” 
ee —————————— 

MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Benjamin W. Bradford to Miss 
Hannah Cloutman. 

By Rev. Mr. Channing, Mr. Samael Snelling, jr. to 
Miss Caroline Tilden. 

By Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Ichabod Macomber, mer. to 
Mrs. Abigail Brown, of Lynn. 

By Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. James Christie to Miss 
Sarah Parsons. 

By Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr. Henry Ayling to Miss Me- 
hitable Copeland. 

At the Roman Catholic Church, by the Rev. Bishop 


Cheverus, Mons. Hyacinth Yvelin, of Paris, to Miss 


Mary Sprague, of this town.—Mr. Lucius Burnham to 
Miss Louisa C. Braddish. 
In Wrentham, Mr. George Grant to Miss Joan S. 


Shaw. 
In Malden, by Rev. Mr. Nelson, Dea. Leonard Cox 


to Mies Betsey Lear, both of Malden. 


Rev. Sir,—The following is an extract of a letter} ofsin. It appears to me, that the very nature of grace —————) 
irom a correspondent in Halifax, | Vt.) whose informa- | endeavours to remove the sorrows of heart which are DIED, 


tion may be relied on. HOSEA BALLOU, 2d, 


** Jone 6, 1820.—1 have the happiness of informing 
you that the Rev. Hotiis Samson, of Wilmington, Vt. 
has lately come forth in public vindication of the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation. Considering his superior 
talents and impressive eloquence, the result appears 
very favourable to the interests of the Gospel. I at- 


‘ended his mecting at Wilmington, last Sabbath, where 
he had a large congregation, to whom, he, in his usual 
impressive manner, endeavoured to prove, in his first 


occasioned by transgression. If you cannot agree with 
me in this, will you inform me what does in any meas- 
ure remove such sorrows? Or will you maintain that 
the pungency of guilt and regret will always remain, 
even to all eternity? It appears evident to me, that 
when Joseph said to his brethren; ** Now, therefore, 
be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold 
me,”? he meant something more than that they should 
not repeat these crimes. He evidently expressed a de- 


sire that the regret and sorrow which then deeply 














In this town, Mr. Jonathan Seaver, aged 67.—Mr. 
Rowland Bennett, 47.— Mrs. Hannah King, 32.—Mrs. 
Elizabeth Barker, 61.—Mr. Asa Page, 45.—Miss Mary 


Stickney, 25.—George, son of David Fullum, 6. 
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A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 


ist Society in Stoughton, Mass, May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
Josnua FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


TRUST IN GOD. 
AWAKE, my soul, awake and sing, 
The wonders of redeeming love ; 
Your noblest tribute, praises, bring, 
To God supreme, who reigns above. 


He made this earth ; his pow’r alone, 
Holds all created nature up ; 

Exists unbounded and unknown, 
When to perfection it is sought. 


When life recedes, rest on your faith, 
Be not afraid, the Lord is sure ; 

Calmly resign your fleeting breath, 

*Tis done—death’s conquest now is o’er. 


Conrersion,* what an empty word ! 
Place not your trust on things like this ; 
Rest on your faith, repos’d in God, 

*T will lead you to eternal bliss 


In God then brethren, cast your care ; 
** Free to redeem, and strang to save,”’ 
He’ll guide thro’ life’s perplexing snare, 
And give you peace beyond the grave. 


He is the only solid rock; 

When all things else in nature fall ; 

He stands unmov’d, survives te shock, 

And reigns triumphant ALL IN ALL. W. 


—_—— 


*It is presumed that the author does not mean to 
speak against genuine conversion, but only against such 
a conversion as too many ere led to put their trust in, 
in room of trusting in God.—Ed. Mag. 


SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
qaane 


SELF EXAMINATION. 
THOUWRT growing old, thy head is grey, 
Life, like a spectre, glides away ; 

The evening shades are gathering fast, 
The fleeting day will soon be past. 
Thus on the verge of life’s decline, 

** Be solemn recollection mine ;”” 
Review the hours forever gone, 

The hour of death comes bast’ning on. 


Ah! has improvement, Conscience, say, 
Kept pace with life’s advancing day ? 
** Have all the hours thou hast enjoy’d, 
‘Fo the best purpose been employ’d ? 


How much has pass’d in airy dreams, 

In idle, visionary schemes ! 

But tho’ this time was spent amiss, 

How much was spent much worse than this ° 


Hast not thy breast with anger burn’d, 
And ill for ill have oft return’d ? 

Nay, hast thou not misunderstood, 
And evil hast return’d for good ? 


Hast thou been thankful to that power, 
Who sav’d thy life in danger’s hour! 

With blessings who has crown’d thy days— 
Say what returns of grateful praise! 

When he chastised, think, hast thou then 
Submissive to his chast’ning been? 

Say, didst thou not aloud repine, 

When Heav’n had cross’d some fond design? 
Or, if thy speech has been restrain’d, 

Has not a secret murm’ring painu’d? 

Has envy ne’er thy breast annoy’d, 

At good which others have enjoy’d ? 

Hast thou, according to thy store, 

Been liberal always to the poor? 

And didst thou sympathetic gricre, 

Oer ills, which thou could’st not relieve? 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Hast thou been kind to all thy friends, 
Not seeking merely selfish ends? 

And hast thou from thy early youth ? 
Adher’d to plain and simple truth ? 


Were all thy dealings strictly just, 

And faithful always to thy trust? 

Have those who watched thee never found 
Thy footsteps on forbidden ground? 


Hast thou been thankful for that light, 
Which Heav’n has shed o’er nature’s night! 
Hast thou the Gospel rightly prized, 

And ne’er its sacred truths despised ? 


Say, hast thou kept thy heart from sin, 
Has all been pure and right within 2 
Didst thou in secret, always be, 

As seeing Him, who seeth thee? 


The past reviewed with solemn care, 
Will call for penitence and pray’r, 
To Him alone who can forgive, 

An‘ bid the ; enitent to live.” 
ee 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


mAAS 


Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitarian, 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 196. 


Lim. 1 have meditated on the particular subject of 
our last conference, and have examined with much 
caution, those scriptures which you compared, in which 
there is a seeming difference, according to your sugges- 
tions ; but | cannot say that I am able to reconcile them 
even in my own mind. One thing, however, I have 
become persuaded in, by the attention which I have 
paid to this subject ; and that is, that the scriptures are 
far from being so full and explicit in support of a fu- 
ture state of punishment as I have been in the habit of 
believing they were. And as I was determined, at the 
commencement of our correspondence on the subject 
of the doctrine of Universal Salvation, to maintain a 
candid mind, and to embrace tle truth, in all cases, 
when it should appear, I will now candidly acknowl- 
edge, that the scriptures have failed me as to proving, 
even a state of limited punishment after the dissolution 
of the natural body. But I have a question on this 
subject, which lies with great weight upon my mind, 
which I wish to state, that you may favour me with 
your views on the subject. However, before I state 
my question, | will offer,what has come into my mind as 
the most plausible method of reconciling those passages, 
which indicate a space of time between death and the im- 
mortal state, on the one hand, and those which seem 
to carry the mind immediately to a state of immortali- 
ity after death. You know, dear sir, that we usually 
talk in this way, when we are about to retire to rest in 
sleep. We very well know that there will be a space 
of time between our falling asleep, or losing ourselves 
in soft and silent repose, and our awaking from sleep 
to the light and business of the coming morning. Ac- 
cordingly we pass over this space of time in our con- 
versation about what we are to be employed about next, 
because in sleep we can do nothing; if is the ** night 
in which no man can work.” And we may further 
observe, that to two persons, who should sleep, the one 
six hours, the other twelve, the period of their awak- 
ing would be just the same ; for neither of them could 
recollect that any time was lost, provided their sleep 
was without a dream. Suppose then that Abraham, or 
David should rise from the dead to day, having repos- 
ed in unconscious sleep from the time of their dissolu- 
tion until] now, it seems that their resurrection, as to 
their own consciousness, would be as immediate as if it 
had taken place in one minute after death. But this 
subject | leave, being perfectly satisfied, that when I 
awake it will be in the likeness of him who is the first 
fruits of them that slept. My question is the following: 
However we may be convinced that this mortal state is 





the only state of sim and misery, is there no danger of 








corrupting the morals of society and of giving encours 
agement to vice, by holding this sentiment up to all 
classes of people? 

Uni. In replyiug to this question there seems a mane 
ifest propriety in having a due reference to the reveal- 
ed testimony. ‘There is certainly many truly awful 
and grievous threatenings recorded in the scriptures, 
against the conduct of the wicked ; and there are ma- 
ny accounts recorded of God’s having executed on sin- 
ful nations and individuals such judgments as his wis- 
dom dictated. Now as it would be a violation of such 
testimony to insinuate that sin may be committed and 
yet not punished, so on the other hand, it is an equal 
violation of the scriptures to carry this punishment into 
a future state, while the divine word fixes it in this.— 
And I humbly conceive that the latter method renders 
all the threatenings about as abortive asthe former. [ 
can see little or no difference between saying that 
threatnings will never be executed, or saying they will 
be executed unless repented of before the agent dies, 
in a future state, as it regards any influence to prevent 
the commission of crimes. The blinded sinner, who 
practices enormous vices, having been educated to be- 
lieve that the punishment of sin is in another world, un- 
less repented of here, is fully determined to repent be- 
fore he dies ; and al] this amounts to no more in reali- 
ty than an Atheistical opinion that there is no God to 
bring the sinner to punishment. The history of the 
christian church should convince every one of the to- 
tal inefficacy of the doctrine of future punishment to 
prevent crimes, for even the clergy themselves, who 
have inculcated this unscriptural doctrine have indulg- 
ed the worst of passions, and passions the most licen- 
tious, to their own everlasting shame and contempt.— 
You, my dear sir, are under the necessity of acknow!- 
edging, that the scriptures fail you in supporting the 
doctrine of a future state of sin and misery. By what 
authority then shall we presume to hold up terrors ef 
our own invention, to prevent others from the practice 
of vice? If these terrors were necessary, why are they 
not recorded in the word of God? The fact is simply 
this ; if people realized the truth, and knew that sin oi 
every description is calculated to render the sinner 
miserable, in this state of existence, and that it is ut- 
terly impossible to do wrong and avoid the just judge- 
ments of God therefor, that even repentance can never 
screen us from suffering what is the just demerit of our 
crimes, we should be sufficiently armed against sin.—- 
But Divines have invented their own methods for God 
to punish the wicked, and they have also invented 
their own schemes to live in sin and avoid the punish- 
ment in the end. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 








FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

A volume of Sermons, delivered in Philade}l- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. By 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church inthat place.—Price 62 1-2 cents. 

An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a short his 
tory of the Author’s Life.—By Saumon Durron, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vi.—Price 25 cents. 

The Cuinn’s Scriprurnat Carecuism,by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston. —Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents single 

The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 
and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 

A sERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House, in this town, on the evening of 
last Sabbath, March 12, 1820—by the Rev. H. Ballou 
pastor.—Text, Ephesians, v. 25, 26, 27, ** Husbands 
jove your wives,even as Christ also loved the church, &c. 
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